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We wish to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land of Ballaarat, The Wadawurrung people.
We acknowledge their Elders, Past, Present and emerging and also acknowledge those people from other nations who
after being part of the Stolen Generations, chose to make Ballaarat their home
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From Our Chairperson — Larry Kanoa
I would like to start by acknowledging the traditional
custodians of the land on which we gather, live, work and
play. I would also like to pay my respects to elder’s past,
present and emerging.
Well, what another strange year.

COVID
COVID has once again interrupted our business on a daily
basis but on a positive note, we are seeing some light at
the end of the tunnel and with our vaccination rates we
are seeing more freedoms to enjoy.

Thank you
I would like to shout out the community who have been
patient in dealing with BADAC and following our lead in
maintaining a consistent approach in dealing with COVID
over time.
Finally, I would like to thank Karen and all BADAC staff for
your commitment and continued show of leadership at a
time where you have been impacted by working from
home, home-schooling and every other challenge that
has come your way over the past 18 months.

While COVID has challenged us all, we have still managed
to deliver a strong service from delivering hampers, bread From our board, we thank you for your continued effort
and sacrifices you have made to maintain BADAC as a
and emergency items to case management, wellbeing
leader in the community.
and counselling when required.
We have also mastered the concept of zoom, teams and
all the other video conferencing platforms – well some of Regards,
us have, not sure about me though.

Board Activities

Larry Kanoa
Chairperson

The board have continued to support Karen throughout
the past 18 months to deliver our strategic plan on the
ground which has been difficult but credit to staff in being
adaptive and working in an environment that is not new
to us.
As a board we continue to monitor what is happening
within the organisation from afar and rely on the updates
and information delivered to us from Karen.
Thanks to Deb Callister for taking up the opportunity to
be seconded to the board for 2021.

Our AGM was held on Thursday 25th November, thank you to those
who attended and assisted on the night.
Congratulations to the following who were voted as Board members
for 2022:
Ian Petty-Walker, Marjorie Pickford & Debbie Callister.
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From Our CEO - Karen Heap
Hi everyone,

It’s been a long and very tough year for us all. People in our
community have missed seeing loved ones and lost their
connection with community for months at a time. Many of
us have battled illness, unemployment, insecure housing or
family worry, all caused or worsened by the long fight
against CO-VID19.

CO-VID19
As the world opens up once more, it is clear that people will
need to be double-vaccinated (or have an exemption) to
travel, attend events such as the football or cinema, attend
restaurants and more.

As I write, 534 people in the BADAC community have had
their first jab, and 454 people are double vaccinated. Please
keep up the effort.

I want to say two things: first, I am so proud of our
community and how we rose to the occasion and
supported each other. Our Aboriginal community led the
way by caring for our Elders and more vulnerable members. BADAC Medical advises that our young people from age 12
are now eligible for Pfizer vaccine, after consultation with a
Thanks to everyone who assisted BADAC in hamper
doctor. Please do get the jabs, for your own and others’
deliveries and checking that people were OK.
safety. If you wish to book or have any questions at all,
please ring the clinic on 5331 5344 (option 2).
Secondly, I ask that this Christmas season, everyone makes
a special effort to show kindness and compassion to each
COVID19 Vaccine Clinics are weekly (Thursday). We
other. If you need help, whether material, mental or
physical, please do contact BADAC. If you are aware that an welcome anyone in our community, regardless of which GP
practice they attend, to make a vaccine appointment with
Aboriginal person of any age needs support, please also
us.
contact us. We are here to help.

Christmas/Holiday Season
BADAC members! Please don’t forget to put your name
down by 13 December for one of our awesome Christmas
hampers.
All active members receive hampers. An active member is
someone who has attended BADAC / been involved in
something within the last 12 months.

Exciting News
Double congratulations to much-loved and respected
community Elder Uncle Frank Laxton, who has been
recognised with two prestigious community awards.
This year Uncle Frank received the Department of Justice
Adult and Elder Award, for his generous, compassionate
work with some of our most vulnerable community
members.

Advocacy and broader
community leadership
I currently sit on CAFS Board, providing a voice for the
Aboriginal community of Ballarat. BADAC and CAFS have
created a partnership regarding Stolen Generations issues,
and establishing better links for the community.

I’m an active member of the Central Highlands Regional
Partnership, which includes CEOs, business representatives,
community advocates and key government decision
makers. The group identifies the region’s strategic priorities
and brings them to the government.

I also sit on the BHS hospital redevelopment project,
providing a voice for a culturally welcoming
redevelopment.

Uncle Frank has also been recognised by the Victorian
government with a fantastic COTA (Council on the Ageing)
Victoria Senior Achiever Award, awarded to individuals for
their significant contributions to local communities and
Victoria.
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Childcare news, enrolments
and seeking early Years staff
Our 100-place kinder and child care centre at Perridak
Burron is growing well, with many children enrolling in
our fantastic centre. We still have a few places available.
Works are progressing well at our culturally safe,
community-owned kindergarten Yirram Burron, located
in Rubicon St, Sebastopol. At this stage we are on track
for a December 2021 completion! We will be announcing
enrolments soon and we are accepting expressions of
interest now.

And Finally
Please stay mindful that the pandemic is not over. I ask
everyone to remain careful and continue to follow Health
guidelines. I am hopeful that I will see you all during a more
hopeful and connected 2022.

Kind regards,

Karen Heap

Check it all out at https://www.yirramburron.net.au.

We will be recruiting soon – if you are Aboriginal and
have Early Years qualifications, we want to hear from
you!
Please contact Casey Brown at
admin@yirramburron.net.au or tell us about yourself
via https://www.yirramburron.net.au.

Media
BADAC continues to feature in local newspaper, radio and
TV, to tell Aboriginal stories and portray Aboriginal people
in strong and positive ways.

Thank you to BADAC executive,
staff and community
BADAC has come a long way over the last ten years. We
now have 150 staff and offer 64 culturally safe programs,
services and events for our Aboriginal community. We
are a strong and resilient organisation, and that strength
comes from you, our Aboriginal community; our Aboriginal
community Board; our talented and hard-working executive
team and our dedicated BADAC staff, who take such pride in
their roles. I am so proud to be a member of this fantastic
organisation and community.

My sincere thanks to you all.
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Medical Centre
COVID-19 News
On 23rd September, Medical held a super clinic which saw
them administer 100 vaccinations—84 first dose (Pfizer or
AstraZeneca) and 16 second dose (Pfizer or AstraZeneca).
The clinic ran both inside consults as well as the first drive
thru clinic for Ballarat. All patients that attended the super
clinic have since returned and received their second doses.
An amazing achievement by the team. Well done to all
involved.
BADAC has now administered 534 first doses and 454
second doses to community with little, to no side effects
to any of the recipients.

Cancelling Your Appointment
If you are unable to attend your appointment for
whatever reason, please do one of the following to
cancel:
- Cancel via SMS Message/Reminder (Free Message)
- Contact BADAC Medical Reception as soon as
possible so that we can give that appointment to
someone else who is in need.
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN HELPING US TO SERVICE
YOU TO THE BEST POSSIBLE STANDARD!

COVID-19 Vaccine clinics continue to run weekly on
Thursdays. Please contact Medical reception on
5331 5344 - option 2 to make an appointment.

Bus Trip to Breast Screen
Registration for MyGov and Vic Safe
Friday 19th November seen our Tree Room turn into a
registrations room with staff from Ballarat Libraries holding
sessions through the day to assist Community members
who were still having trouble setting up their MyGov and
Vic Safe applications.
Thank you to the Ballarat Library staff who attended and to
Community members who took advantage of the day to
get set up.

The Best Protection is Early Detection.
Are you a Koorie woman aged 40-74 years?
Have you had your Breast Screen in the last 2
years?
Enjoy some time meeting other women in the
community, have a great afternoon tea and have a
free Breast Screen
If you have any questions, ask Sandy.
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Medical Centre
Medical Appointments
To ensure you receive the best service, we request the
following:

For Bookings Phone: 5331 5344 (Option 2)
ALL Medical Services FULLY BULK BILLED

•

Notify Medical Reception upon your arrival at the
Medical Centre

•

Please be available in the waiting room at the time Did you know that the nurses at BADAC can assist you to
of your appointment for the Doctor or Nurse to
write an Advance Care Plan?
avoid missing you and attending to the next patient
We encourage all our patients young and old, well or
If you need forms to be completed by Doctor’s
unwell to begin thinking about how they would like to be
please advise Medical Reception upon making
appointment, as Doctors will need to allow a longer treated should they become unwell or be in an accident
time to complete forms.
that may lead to them being unable to speak for
themselves at the time.

•

Advanced Care Plans

An Advanced Care Plan lets the medical team here at
BADAC Medical Clinic and at the hospital know what sorts
of treatments you would like to receive or not receive at
the end of life.
If you would like more information you can make an
appointment with Anthony to discuss

Transport Assistance
BADAC has a Medical Driver for Aboriginal Patients who
do not have their own means of Transport.
The criteria for using the Medical pickup service are:

Maternal & Child Health
BADAC’s Maternal & Child Health unit now has a Facebook
page. Please give their page a like and share around the
community.

- Patient must live within the Ballarat area
- Pickups for medical appointments only
- Contact must be made the day before appointments
- Once you have seen the Doctor please be available
immediately for the driver to take you home
- No pickups will be done after 4pm
If you have made a booking for transport and you are
not going to be at home or no longer wish to be picked up,
please inform medical reception ASAP.

Updating Your Details
To ensure our community receives the best services from
BADAC Medical, we would like to request that you please
update your contact details if there are any changes.
This can be done at Medical when you’re next visiting or
phone us to update details via phone.
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Children & Youth Services
After School Youth Group
During COVID lockdown, the CYS team and Youth
were meeting online to help keep everyone
connected. This was amazing effort by the CYS team
to come up with new innovative ideas each week.
With restrictions now eased, everyone is back into
the swing of things and enjoying some great
activities!
The last after school Youth Group session will be
held on Monday 13th December. The group will
then come back together February 2022.

If you have children that you think would like
to join in on all the fun and make some new
friends, please
Contact our Children & Youth Services Support
Team on 5331 5344
WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU!
8

Children and Youth Services

Children & Youth Services Holiday Program
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Perridak Burron Early Learning Centre

Each of the 5 rooms at Perridak— Barnong, Yaluk, Kuwiyn, Gurrang and Parrwang have been very busy over the past few
months.
Children have been out and about and learning from the land. They have discovered and explored Australian animals
along with extending their knowledge of the Indigenous culture, exploring the Aboriginal ways of creating music and
dance. Playing with water, learning about space and building camp fires with yarning circles.
They have enjoyed painting, reading and making playdough.
The children have enjoyed celebrating days like Indigenous Literacy Day, World Space Week, Children’s Week and
National Water Week

For more Information about the new centre and enrolments, contact Perridak Burron on 52344727 or online at
www.perridakburronel.net.au
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Yirram Burron Early Childhood Centre
Internal works are well underway and the
exterior brickwork is complete! Our new
kindergarten in Sebastopol is well on track to
open early 2022.
You can visit the new website
https://www.yirramburron.net.au to register
your expression of interest and also email
admin@yirramburron.net.au for any
enquiries.

PLAYGROUP
Bengadak Babab—meaning Celebrating our Children.
With restrictions easing in the last couple of months, Playgroup members have enjoyed some great mornings together.
The group went to the Lake for a Teddy’s Bear Picnic and participated in both music and painting sessions.
Playgroup has concluded for 2021 and we look forward to
welcoming all current and new families back in 2022. We
will have a new look program running from our new
Sebastopol kinder Yirram Burron. We will keep community
updated with all the details for 2022.
We wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas & New Year
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Cultural Therapeutic Program
Stolen Generation Memorial
The Cultural Therapeutic Program together with the Stolen
Generation Group are continually working on designing a
Stolen Generation Memorial for the front garden at
BADAC.
If you are part of the Stolen Generations and would like to
contribute to the designing of the memorial, come along to
our meetings and have some lunch and a cuppa.

Carer’s Circle
Carer’s Circle is a weekly gathering for carers of Aboriginal
children to connect and learn through meaningful,
creative experiences. As a social and support group,
participants build knowledge, skills, networks and
relationships to ensure the children in their care remain
connected with their culture and community.
The group meets Monday mornings from 10am

We meet fortnightly on Thursdays from 11am.
For further information please contact:
Vicki Peart, Stolen Generation Worker
Phone 5331 5344

Women’s Group
When: Tuesdays 11am—1:30pm
Fortnightly
Where: BADAC—Aussie Animal Room (old playgroup)
If you are interested in attending please call
Kate Clarke or Karen Monaghan on 53315344 ext: 101

Men’s Group
When: Tuesdays 10am-12.30pm
Fortnightly

Music Program
Storytelling is an important part of Aboriginal culture
and so many wonderful stories have been passed down
through song and dance.
Playing and creating music has huge therapeutic benefits –
there is strong evidence around stress reduction and the
easing of symptoms of depression through music. Music
can help to settle your heart rate and even decrease
blood pressure.
After the success we have had with our first sessions, we
are excited to be able to continue to create a space for
music making and song writing, and welcome anyone, of
any age, to join in regardless of musical experience or
ability. There is no pressure to sing or perform - all stories
are important and worthy of a song.
If you would like to join in, please contact Kate Clarke on
0459 764 249

Where: 115 Beverin Street, Sebastopol
If you are interested in attending please call
Rob Watts or Paul Kirby on 53315344 ext. 101

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CULTURAL
THERAPEUTIC SUPPORT TEAM, OR TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
SMOKING CEREMONIES OR CULTURAL EVENTS, PLEASE
CONTACT CULTURAL THERAPEUTIC MANAGER,
SHU BROWN THROUGH BADAC RECEPTION OR
sbrown@badac.net.au

Did you know you can now follow the Cultural Therapeutic
Support Team on Facebook! Give them a like and follow them
for details on programs, events and information that can
be supportive for self discovery and
healing.
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Social and Emotional Wellbeing
Stronger Brother Stronger Sister

WRISC Family Violence Support
WRISC Family Violence Support and the Aboriginal
Program, support Families and the local Aboriginal
Community, who have experienced Family Violence,
especially, during Corona Virus.
If you or someone you know is needing support for Family
Violence, please call our reception on 53 333 666 and
speak to someone in the Aboriginal Program.

Stronger Brother, Stronger Sister, Stronger Together, is a
new peer support group for all community members who
suffer from, or struggle with substance misuse and
addiction. The program offers a culturally safe, confidential
and supportive space to be able to share their struggles and
successes together.
The group provides support and education surrounding
addiction, substance misuse and recovery.
The program is facilitated by Jo-Anne from Social Emotional
Wellbeing - Alcohol & Other Drugs Team.
It runs every Thursday afternoon 1pm –4pm at Beverin St,
Sebastopol.
If you are interested in joining this peer support group,
please contact Jo-Anne on 5331 5344, opt #3

Sexual assault counsellor / Advocate
Whilst we are currently in the process of filling positions
for a Sexual assault counsellor and Team leader, if you
are in need of assistance, please contact Ballarat CASA
on 5320 3933. We look forward to being able to offer
this service to our community through BADAC once again
very soon.

We’re back!
Now with restrictions eased and Staff back in the
office, the Social and Emotional Wellbeing team are
here to help. If you are in need of counselling—mental
health, AOD or any other services that we offer, please
don’t hesitate to call—5331 5344 opt #3
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Gobata Burron
Gobata Burron is one of our teams located at 109 Lydiard St. They are a dedicated team who look after our Koorie families
and children going through the courts kinship. The team thought it would be a great idea to update Community on what
they do.
Gobata Burron has the S18 Aboriginal Children in Aboriginal Care program and BADAC's Kinship Program.
Aboriginal Children in Aboriginal Care—ACAC
A very brief way of explaining working within the Pre Authorisation phase of s18 ACAC, is it is about supporting parents to
meet their Court ordered conditions when their child/children is on a Child Protection Order. For many years parents have
been handed the court conditions and then left to address these on their own - such as referrals to counselling, AOD
services, Family Violence services - just to name a few. Arranging these things without support and guidance can be all too
overwhelming and as much as parents want to succeed in getting things done, they sometimes don't. So our case managers
in ACAC are there to support with this.
Case plans and case management is done by Gobata Burron rather than DFFH Child Protection, giving a more culturally safe
model and allowing Gobata Burron to provide strong advocacy for our people in a space where we have not had this
before.
When Child Protection reports have been made and investigated to be true, we do unfortunately need to place children out
of the home and into a safe placement. This is never meant to be a permanent solution and once the matter goes to Court,
which ACAC can also support in, this is when parents can express to their Lawyer what has happened. During Court the
conditions of what parent/s need to address to provide a safe environment for their child/ren are listed and a future court
date is set for these conditions to be met.
A court report is done by ACAC listing what has been completed and what hasn't and this is given to the Court before the
next court hearing. The magistrate makes the decision after hearing from all parties and reading the information provided.
Kinship Care & First Supports
BADAC's Kinship program supports Out of Home Care placements that would normally be managed by DFFH.
The goals of the Kinship program is to provide ongoing support and advocacy to sustain an Out of Home care placement
with a family member, while a child is in their care.
Ultimately children ideally are living with their parents, but at times this is not possible for many reasons. A Kinship
placement assures that children stay within the family. A Kinship placement is always sought when a child is removed from
parents. This can be a short term or at times a long term option. Connection with parents and siblings is an upmost priority
when a child is in a Kinship placement.
First Supports is a program where initial support and assessment of a Kinship placement takes place. BADAC's First Supports
worker will work with the carer to assess the placement is appropriate and help with immediate needs. We provide
information on support services available to assist families in providing a safe, happy environment for children in out of
home care.

Left: ACAC team members
Tracey, Kaylene, Jess and Ange
with COO Jon Kanoa.

Right: Kinship team members
Mel, Daniel, Shakira, Eliza,
Tanya, Pepequita and Aaliyah

14

Do You Have Love & Care To Give Our Koorie Kids?
Are you interested and in a position to provide a culturally
safe and secure place for a child in our community to stay?

It could be overnight, for a month or longer – it all depends
on the needs of the child.

Unfortunately, there are still Aboriginal/Torres Strait
Islander children being removed from an unsafe
environment. Ultimately, the best outcome is to not see
these children removed. But when they do, we need to find
suitable placements for children and sibling groups.

If you are in a position to offer up a room and invite children
in, please call our Gobata Burron team on 5331 5344, opt 9
to find out how you can help keep our children from
entering Out of Home Care and stay in our community.

Foster care is temporary care of children by trained,
assessed and accredited foster carers.

OUR KIDS NEED YOU!

Children and young people requiring foster care can be of
any age (up to 18 years), and can come from various
cultural, religious, and socio-economic backgrounds.
Children and young people are placed in foster care for a
range of reasons, and Foster care can occur as a result of a
court order, or through a voluntary arrangement between
the child or young person's parent and a service provider.

BADAC’s Parenting Program
Do you have a young child aged 6 and under in your care?
Would like some support to deal with their tantrums,
grumpy moods or time managing your routine?
Would you like other young Mums to sit and chat to you
about proven parenting techniques?

This free service is safe, confidential and culturally sound,
and available to all Mums and Dads who just need some
advice, support or a listening ear.
If this sounds like a program you would find
helpful….please contact the Koorie Parenting Program mob
of Bec and Rebecca through BADAC Reception.

Do you need some helpful tips on raising your little ones?
Would you like a visit from someone friendly to chat too?
Would you enjoy outings with other Parent’s to discuss all
things parenting?
BADAC’s Koorie Parenting Program is here to help.

BADAC Elders Group
The Elder’s Group enjoys regular outings and activities. Cost $5.00 per person per Outing/Activity unless otherwise
stated.
We welcome new members, however you will need to be registered with My Aged Care or the National Disability
Insurance Scheme to be eligible.
For more information, please speak with Mick Clark at BADAC or phone him on 0499 025 284
The Elder’s group will be having their Christmas break-up on Friday 17th December and look forward to gathering
for the last time for 2021. Staff will be in touch with members about a return date for February 2022.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to you all!!
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Staff Profile
Name:
Rhonda Laxton
Current Position:
Finance Officer
Time at Badac: 16 years
What other roles have you worked in since being at BADAC?
CDEP part time receptionist, then to full time receptionist.
Administration Assistant

What do you love most about working at BADAC?
I love being a part of an Organisation who is passionate about always doing their best for their Community. I work with
wonderful people who always make it a pleasure to go to work.
How has BADAC as a whole (buildings/community/staff) changed since you’ve been here?
Since starting at BADAC in 2005 there have been quite a few changes. Over the years we have gone from the original
Market St building to the new main building extension as well as our outstanding Medical Centre, an Early Learning
Centre and a new Early Learning Centre opening next year. With approx. 150 staff currently employed we just keep on
getting bigger and better for our Community.
Any other stories you’d like to share?
I’m married to Frank Laxton a proud Gunditjmara man from Framlingham who
I have been with for 44 years. I have 2 daughters Kylie and Megan, 2 grand
daughters Krystle and Maddi and son in law Carey.
When I’m not working I enjoy relaxing by reading a good book, knitting and
watching a good TV series or a good movie and spending time with my
wonderful family

THANKS FOR BEING A DEDICATED
AND LOVED STAFF MEMBER OF
BADAC RHONDA!
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Staff Artwork
A huge congratulations and
thanks to Mick and Peter-Shane
who recently created some
amazing artwork which we were
then able to turn into both
postcards and posters.
The postcards were sent out to
community members so they
could send them onto someone
else that they may have been
missing through lockdown.
Peter-Shane’s posters have been
distributed throughout BADAC so
keep an eye out next time you’re
in.

Happy 60th Birthday Karen

At the end of October we were lucky enough to be able to celebrate Karen’s 60th birthday.
With restrictions eased somewhat, we enjoyed a cooked lunch, music, a comedian and cake.
Karen was very surprised and overwhelmed by all the fuss and presents that she received on the
day and all the birthday messages.
“I would like to say a huge thank you for all the wonderful presents and all the hard work that
everyone did for such a great day.”
17

Upcoming Events
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Upcoming Events

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
From all the Staff at BADAC
we wish you, your family,
and friends a wonderful
Christmas and Happy New
Year.
We know it’s been another
tough year with
restrictions and lockdowns
and we can’t wait to see
everyone back in 2022
with more fun and exciting
times ahead.
Whatever your plans, stay
safe and have fun.
19

Christmas

Kids will need to be registered to receive a present from Santa.
You can do this by contacting Reception on 5331 5344
$4 per child, age 0-12
20

Christmas Raffles
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Christmas Baking
Pudding Biscuits
90g white chocolate, melted, cooled
10 milk chocolate digestive biscuits
20 red M&M minis
2 watermelon lollies, thinly sliced
Method
Place melted chocolate in a small snap-lock bag. Snip off 1 corner.
Using picture as a guide, pipe chocolate over top of each biscuit to
form ‘custard’.
Decorate with mini M&M’s and cloud lollies.
Christmas Bauble Biscuits
3 rainbow sour straps, cut lengthways into
thin strips
10 Venetian biscuits
90g dark chocolate, melted, cooled
M&M’s and M&M minis, to decorate

Reindeer Biscuits
20 mini star-shaped pretzels
10 red M&M’s
20 candy eyes
10 Tim Tam biscuits
50g dark chocolate, melted, cooled

Method
Place melted chocolate in a small snap-lock
bag. Snip off 1 corner.
Using picture as a guide, fold sour strap
pieces into small bows, securing with a little
chocolate.
Pipe chocolate onto biscuits.
Attach bows, M&M’s and M&M minis to
biscuit.
Refrigerate until set.

Method
Using picture as a guide,
attach pretzels, M&M’s and
candy eyes to Tim Tam biscuits
using melted chocolate.
Play around with googly eyes or alternating
colour noses.
Refrigerate until set.

Easy Pavlova
Method:
1.

Line a baking tray with baking paper.

2.

Beat egg whites until soft peaks form.

3.

Gradually add the caster sugar to the egg whites and mix
until mixture becomes thick and glossy.

4.

Mix white sugar and cornflour together in a separate bowl.

5.

Fold sugar mixture and lemon juice into egg white mixture.

6.

Place mixture on baking tray and mould into a circle about
the size of a dinner plate.

7.

Bake at 150c (fan forced) for 45minutes to 1 hour. It will be
ready when it is dry to touch. Allow to cool in the oven with
the door ajar.

2tbs cornflour

8.

Once cool, decorate with cream and topping of choice.

2tsp lemon juice

NOTE: It may crack slightly but you can hide this with the cream.

Ingredients:
6 egg whites
1 1/2 cup castor sugar
1/2 cup white sugar

1 cup cream to decorate
22

Platys Platys
Page Page

Join The Elders Group!
Q: What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
A: Frosted Flakes!
Q: What is an elf’s favorite kind of music?
A: Wrap music!

Q: What does an elf study in school?
A: The elfabet.
Q: Why didn’t Rudolph get a good report
card?
A: Because he went down in history.
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Christmas Day Lunch
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Congratulations
Uncle Frank Laxton
A huge congratulations to Uncle Frank Laxton who this year has received the Department of Justice Adult and Elder
Award, for his generous, compassionate work with some of our most vulnerable community members.
Uncle Frank has also been recognised by the Victorian government with a fantastic COTA (Council on the Ageing)
Victoria Senior Achiever Award, awarded to individuals for their significant contributions to local communities and
Victoria.
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Good News Stories
BADAC Medical Super Clinic
Thursday 23rd September saw BADAC’s Medical building and carpark turn into a ‘Super Clinic’.
The amazing Nurses and Doctors administered 100 vaccinations on the day.
84 were first dose, 16 second dose.
Our drive-thru clinic was also a first for the Ballarat region.
We look forward to holding more of these ‘Super Clinics’ in the future.
Congratulations to all involved!!

On the 14th October, all the patients that attended the drive thru clinic then returned to receive their 2nd vaccination. An
amazing effort by everyone. BADAC Medical clinic to date has now administered over 540 first doses and 500 second doses.

BADAC 40 Year Anniversary Stories
Over the past 2 years we have embarked on a journey to gather our community voices from our elders and
respected persons to our next generation of leaders and young people within the Ballarat & District area.
These voices speak of memories, experiences, and what opportunities have come from being connected to
BADAC over the past 40 years.
Thankyou to all that have been part of this fantastic project both in front of the camera and behind the scenes,
and to the Victorian State Government for funding such an important project.
This eBook gives us the opportunity to learn and listen to those who have paved the way and also gives us access
to include further stories in future.
Lastly to our mob who were part of this project, we sincerely thank you all, your stories and passion are the
reason we continue to fight so hard for our community on a daily basis.
To move forward we need to acknowledge our past!
Please visit the following link below to check it out for yourselves: https://www.badacstories.org/
Thanks again,
Karen & Jon
26

Good News Stories
Hayden Walker
Congratulations to Hayden Walker who has recently begun his journey as a
Criminal Defence Lawyer with Legal Aid – Sunshine. Hayden was successful in
obtaining 1 of 9 Victorian Legal Aid New Lawyer Program positions earlier
this year.
Over 5 years, Hayden completed his Bachelor of Laws with honours from
Deakin University.

Hayden Walker pictured with
COO Jon Kanoa and his degree
from Deakin University

Hayden chose this field of work as he believes it’s important for Indigenous
Australians to know they can achieve anything they set their mind to and
have self-determination. He believes we need more legal representation by
Indigenous people to help build the client/lawyer relationship and be able to
represent our mob from a defence point of view. There is currently only a 1%
representation of Indigenous lawyers.
Hayden believes that if you put your mind to it, you can achieve anything.
Don’t let anyone make the decisions for you – do what you want and aspire
to great things!
One day, Hayden hopes to work in the Family or Drug Law sector.
Well done Hayden, and all the best with your new career!

L2P Driving Program
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Welcome to new BADAC Staff
Nikita Thomas
Community Home Support & NDIS Support Worker

Rhianna Janetski
Main Receptionist

Sarah Borell
ACAC Case Manager
Gobata Burron Program

Kaylene McKeegan
Receptionist
Gobata Burron

Karyn Barker
Cultural Support Planning Officer
Cultural & Therapeutic Support Program

Lucy Donadio
Integrated Family Services Case Manager Worker
Korrie Family Services

Ngaire Ahang
Medical Receptionist
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Meetto
The
New
Staff Staff
Welcome
new
BADAC
Stacey Ramadge
Human Resources & Governance Admin Officer

Laura Eddington
Human Resources & Governance Admin Officer

Aaliyah Bray
Gobata Burron Program Trainee

Braeden Ilsley
Children & Youth Services Trainee

Brad Ryan
Plumber
Maintenance Team

Luke Clark
Garden Maintenance
Community Home Support

Welcome Everyone
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Become a BADAC Member Today
BADAC currently has a membership of over 400.
BADAC member’s enjoy some great benefits and it
only costs $ .10c to apply .

Applications are sent to the Board who make all
decisions about approving

Benefits of BADAC Membership
•

Have a voice on BADAC’s future (Nominate for
the Board)

•

Priority access to BADAC Housing
opportunities

•

Regular Newsletters and Annual Report

•

Additional supports when needed including
Food Hampers and household goods

•

Part of making a difference for the Ballarat Aboriginal Community

•

Special mail outs for events and
community information

new members.
SPEAK TO THE FRONT RECEPTION STAFF ABOUT A
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM!

Garden Maintenance Services
Our lawn services are available for participants under the
Community Home Support and HACC-PYP Programs who
are in need of help to maintain their gardens/yards. Our
services included in this program are as follows.
•

Lawn Mowing

•

Weeding

•

Clearing footpaths

•

Green waste removal

•

Minor pruning

CHSP services support eligible Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples aged (50+) and non-Aboriginal/Torres
Strait Islander person aged (65+).
The Home and Community Care Program for Younger People (HACC-PYP) provides short term support for
people with disabilities aged under 50 years.
For more information please
contact BADAC reception on
03 5331 5344

NDIS Community Support Worker
Hi All,
My name is Janine Green and I am the NDIS community
support worker at BADAC.
If you wish to get in contact with me for information about
the NDIS, or assistance to access NDIS, please don’t hesitate
to contact me.
Regards,
Janine
Mobile: 0439381568
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Community Information
New Members Welcome

Our Services

Thinking of becoming a member?
Membership of BADAC is open to all members of
the Ballarat and District Aboriginal Community.
To be a member you must have lived in the Ballarat
Region for 12 months and you must be Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander.

BADAC supports the health and wellbeing of the
Ballarat and District Aboriginal community with a
range of holistic services, including:
•

Badac Medical Clinic

•

Koorie Family Services

•

Stronger Families

•
People who are married or De facto partners of
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders are also able
•
to become members providing their partners are
eligible for membership
•

Membership is a great way to connect with BADAC’s
services and your community.
•
Contact Reception to find out more!
Ph:03 53315344

Contact Us

Ballarat VIC 3350
106-108 Armstrong St North
Ballarat VIC 3350
T: (03) 5331 5344
F: (03) 5333 1637

Kinship Care
Aboriginal Family Lead
Decision Making (AFLDM)
Early Years/Playgroup

•

Home and Community Support

•

Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation
Support

•

Social & Emotional Wellbeing
Program

•

Justice Support

•

Family Violence Support

•

Social Worker

•

Youth Groups

•

Youth Leadership Programs

•

Cultural Outings and Camps

•

Stolen Generations Support

BALLARAT & DISTRICT ABORIGINAL COOPERATIVE

P.O. Box 643

Integrated Family Services

Have you changed your Address
OR
Want your magazine
delivered via email
If so please let reception know either by dropping in or
giving us a call (03) 5331 5344.
You can also email our Social Media Officer, Erin Kanoa
ekanoa@badac.net.au
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Important Numbers (After Hours)
Triple Zero 000

Direct Line 1800 888 236

The Triple Zero (000) service is the quickest way to
get the right emergency service to help you. You
can contact Police, Fire or Ambulance in life
threatening or emergency situations.

Direct Line is a 24/7 telephone service providing
counselling, information and referral service for
anyone in Victoria wishing to discuss alcohol or
drug-related issues.

Lifeline 13 11 14

Aboriginal Legal Services – Victoria
1800 064 865

24 hour crisis support and suicide prevention
service.

Kids Helpline 1800 551 800
Helpline for children.

SuicideLine Victoria 1300 651 251
SuicideLine is a 24/7 telephone counselling service
offering professional support to people at risk of
suicide, people concerned about someone else’s
risk of suicide, and people bereaved by suicide.

VALS is an Aboriginal community controlled
organization operating Statewide in Victoria,
providing community justice services and legal
practice services to all Victorian Aboriginal
community.

Nurse-On-Call 1300 60 60 24
Nurse on call is a 24/7 phone service that provides
immediate, expert health advice from a registered
nurse.

Parentline 13 22 89

Maternal and Child Health Line 13 22 29

Parentline Victoria is a state wide telephone
counselling, information, and referral service for
parents and careers of children age 0-18 years.
Parentline’s hours are 8am-12 midnight 7 days a
week.

The Maternal and Child Health Line is a free 24/7
statewide telephone service available to Victorian
families with children for birth to school age.

BHS Mental Health Services 1300 661 323

Gambler’s help is a 24/7 free support service for
people who are affected by gambling.

Gambler’s Help 1800 858 858

Anyone can contact Mental Health Service if they
are worried about their own changes in mood, ideas National Debt Hotline 1800 007 007
or behaviour, or someone else living in the region. A national, free, confidential & independent
financial information service.

BADAC SERVICES INFORMATION (BUSINESS HOURS ONLY):
MAIN RECEPTION 5331 5344, Option # 9

CHILDREN & YOUTH SERVICES 5331 5344, Option # 9

MEDICAL RECEPTION 5331 5344, Option # 2

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH 5331 5344, Option # 2

FAMILY VIOLENCE 5331 5344, Option # 9

GOBATA BURRON 5331 5344, Option# 9

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL WELLBEING/SEXUAL ASSAULT SUPPORT 5331 5344, Option # 3
CULTURAL & THERAPEUTIC SUPPORT 5331 5344, Option # 9
KOORIE FAMILY SERVICES 5331 5344, Option # 9
HOME & COMMUNITY CARE 5331 5344, Option # 9
Please let Reception know if you want to speak to someone specifically. A message will be given to staff member to
phone you back.
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